ENERGY 101
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
Nevada 2017 Edition
CLEAN ENERGY
PROJECT is the
business voice of
Nevada’s clean energy
economy.
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•

•

500 Nevada businesses
supporting comprehensive
clean energy policies
125 small businesses
implementing energy
efficiency measures to
reduce carbon footprint
Trusted bi-partisan
resource on clean energy
policies

WHY RENEWABLES?
Nevada leads the nation for clean energy potential due to its geography,
climate and economic position, making renewable development a
natural economic driver.1
•
•
•
•

Approximately 82% of Nevada’s electricity is generated using natural gas
or coal.2
Despite Nevada’s clean energy potential, less than 18% of the state’s
electricity comes from renewable resources.3
Nevada produces no coal or natural gas, so it must be imported from
neighboring states to power homes and businesses.
Providing companies direct access to clean energy is a “win-win for
states.” It attracts private investment and drives economic growth.4

NEVADA IS POISED TO LEAD ON CLEAN ENERGY
Bi-partisan leadership and support from numerous stakeholder groups have
aligned to pave Nevada’s path forward on renewable energy development.
According to a survey commissioned by CEP, 74% of Nevada voters believe
the state government should promote renewable energy development.5
Nevada Governor Brian Sandoval joined the Governors’ Accord for a New
Energy Future6 and outlined his plan to make Nevada “the nation’s leading
producer and consumer of clean and renewable energy.”7

“I remain committed to pursue policies that will allow
Nevada to continue to lead the nation in renewable
energy production, energy conservation, and the
exportation of energy.” – Governor Brian Sandoval
RENEWABLE ENERGY BY THE NUMBERS
•
•

•
•

As of 2016, Nevada has installed more than 2,900 megawatts of
renewable energy.8
Governor’s Office of Energy tax abatements of $685 million on utility
scale projects have brought $6.6 billion in capital investments, payroll
and taxes paid and more than 4,300 jobs. This represents a 9 to 1 return
on investment.9
Example: Silver State South exports power to 80,000 homes, created
more than 2,100 construction jobs, and raised more than $78 million in
property taxes contributing to the local economy.10
NREL projects that aggressive renewable energy targets could generate
an additional $5 billion in wages and 92,000 jobs in Nevada.11

BUSINESSES ARE DEMANDING CLEAN ENERGY
Sustainability and renewable energy targets are becoming the norm for
corporate social responsibility standards. Companies representing industries
outlined in Governor Sandoval’s economic development plan are seeking
direct access to renewable energy and clean energy policies that mirror their
corporate values. 71% of Fortune 100 and 43% of Fortune 500 companies
have adopted renewable energy goals.12

“Direct sourcing [of clean energy] is important to us
because our goal is the transformation
of the electric grid.”
– Brian Janous, Microsoft Director of Energy
CLEAN ENERGY PROJECT’S
BUSINESS SUPPORTER INDUSTRIES13
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CEP LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES IN 2017
•
•
•
•
•

revitalize Nevada’s Renewable Portfolio Standard and cement its status
as a clean energy leader
establish goals and programs for energy efficiency
modernize Nevada’s energy resource planning process to prioritize
renewable energy and plan for new technologies
shape Nevada’s electric vehicle and energy storage markets
provide financing options that will allow more Nevadans to access
renewable energy and energy efficiency
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